CANADA FUND FOR LOCAL INITIATIVES PHILIPPINES

Information Sheet
What is the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives?

The Canada Fund for Local Initiatives is a Mission-administered CIDA program that has been active in the Philippines since 1972. It provides direct funding assistance to community groups for small projects addressing technical, economic, educational, cultural, and/or social development issues. It complements CIDA’s bilateral and multilateral activities especially in sustainable development and poverty reduction.

The general objective of all Canada Funds is to enhance the economic, cultural and social lives of the people of the eligible developing countries. Canada Fund seeks to assist community-based organizations and NGOs in their efforts to develop self-reliance and sustainability, gain access and control of limited resources and assets, and contribute to ongoing, long-term and integrated community development programs.

What are its Priorities?

In line with the thrusts of CIDA, Canada Fund priorities for this fiscal year are the following:

· Basic Human Needs;

· Health (maternal health, health needs of children under 5)

· Water and sanitation;

· Stimulating sustainable economic growth; 

· Support to children and youth;
· Emergency response and disaster risk reduction
Who are its Target Beneficiaries?

Canada Fund's target beneficiaries are the rural poor, which include women, men and children; upland farmers; peasants; fisherfolk and indigenous peoples; and disadvantaged groups in provincial and urban centers such as the urban poor, laborers, the differently-abled, out-of-school youth and streetchildren.

Who may apply for Canada Fund Assistance?

Recipients of Canada Fund Assistance may be non-government organizations (NGOs), local institutions, cooperatives, people's organizations, recognized international institutions affiliated with local groups or local foundations.
What are its Guidelines?

Guidelines for fund approval are the following:


____
Proponent is registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission, Cooperative Development Authority or other government accrediting agency 


____
Falls within the current focus of CFLI (basic human needs, health, water and sanitation, stimulating sustainable economic growth, support to children and youth, and emergency response and disaster risk reduction)


____
Budget is within the ceiling of Php2 million


____
Has been designed in consultation with communities or target beneficiaries


____
Short-term duration (6 – 10 months or less)


____
Main purpose is not to finance core operations or recurrent costs of an organization

____
Does not fall into any of the following exclusions:  pure research, stand-alone training that are not part of bigger initiatives, vehicle purchase or infrastructure related projects (except village water supply);
What are the selection criteria?

A project proposal to Canada Fund must score well in the following areas:
· Project Viability, Relevance and Effectiveness;

· Potential for long term impact;

· Potential for multiplier effect;

· Extent of beneficiary participation in project planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation;

· Clear presentation of project design, implementation scheme, expected project results/ impact, and success indicators;

· Cost-effectiveness and administrative viability (up to a maximum of 20% of total project cost is allowed for administrative purposes);

· Amount of cash and/or kind contribution pledged to the project by the applicant organization as proponent counterpart (minimum of 30% of total project cost);

· Competence and track record of the proponent organization;

· Community support for the project;

· Impact on environment and gender equality;

· Compliance with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and/or local environmental assessments.

What is the selection process?  

· An applicant organization fills-up a Canada Fund Project Proposal Format. This is mailed to the Canada Fund office together with the supporting documents such as Certificates of Registration, organizational brochures, resume of the Board of Directors and /or officers. When submitting the project proposal, it is best for the applicant organization to enclose a diskette copy as well;

· CF Secretariat checks which among the received proposals are compliant with the Necessary Conditions  (please see Application Format);

· Proposals that pass the initial screening are sent to the members of the Project Review Committee (PRC);

· PRC reviews and grades individual proposals;

· PRC meets to deliberate on winning proposals and makes recommendation to CIDA Head of Aid and the Head of Mission;

· The applicant organization is asked to provide more information or revise the proposal, as necessary; 
· Contract for Contribution Agreement between the Canadian Embassy and the proponent-organization is signed.
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